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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE - 
ROMULO ON THE NIEO 

1 . GENERAL ROMULO IN HIS LUNCHEON ADDRESS TO THE INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATION ON AUGUST 28 ELABORATED ON THE 
THEME OF ECONOMIC HUMAN RIGHTS WHICH PRESIDENT MARCOS 
STRESSED IN HIS OPENING ADDRESS. ROMULO URGED THE INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATION TO PLACE THE QUESTION OF PRO- 
GRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC LAW, THAT 
IS, EMBODYING THE NIEO, HIGHER ON ITS AGENDA OF CRITICAL 
PROBLEMS. HE APPEALED "TO INTERNATIONAL CONSCIENCE AND 
TO BASIC RULES OF JUSTICE AND EQUITY" AS FOLLOWS: 

- BEGIN QUOTE: THERE ARE MANY INEQUITIES IN THE PRE- 
SENT ECONOMIC SYSTEM TO WHICH WE SHOULD ADDRESS OURSELVES. 

AT THIS VERY MOMENT, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL STABILITY IS 
BEING SERIOUSLY THREATENED BY FORCES GENERATED BY THE 
EVER- WIDENING CHASM BETWEEN THE DEVELOPED AND THE DEVELOP- 
ING COUNTRIES. PRESENT ESTIMATES SHOW THAT THE DIFFER- 
ENCE BETWEEN RICH AND POOR NATIONS STANDS AT MORE THAN 
$8,000 PER CAPITA. THE POOR COUNTRIES WHOSE PEOPLES 
CONSTITUTE 70 PER CENT OF THE WORLD'S POPULATION WANT. 

NOT WITHOUT REASON, MORE THAN THEIR CURRENT 1 1 PER CENT 
OF ITS TOTAL PRODUCTIVE INCOME. THEY ALSO CANNOT ACCEPT 
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THAT THE EXPORTS OF MANUFACTURERS FROM INDUSTRIALIZED TO 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WERE WORTH ABOUT US$125 BILLION IN 
1975, BUT THE REVERSE FLOW WAS ONLY $26 BILLION. FOR 
THE PAST 25 YEARS, THE INCOME PER CAPITA IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES ROSE FROM $210 TO $520, WHILE THAT OF THE AD- 
VANCED INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES STOOD AT AN AVERAGE OF 
$6,1 14. IN MANY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, MILLIONS OF PEO- 
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PLE LIVE ON INCOMES AVERAGING $70 ANNUALLY, AND FOR TWO- 
THIRDS OF MANKIND, THE INCREASE IN PER CAPITA INCOME IN 
REAL TERMS HAS BEEN LESS THAN $1 FOR THE LAST 20 YEARS. 

THESE FIGURES ARE NOT MINE; THEY ARE WORLD BANK STATISTICS. 

- THERE MUST BE SOMETHING TERRIBLY WRONG IN A GLOBAL 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM THAT SPAWNS THESE GRIM STATISTICS. DIRE 
WARNINGS HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE EFFECT THAT THE GREAT- 
EST DANGER OF VIOLENCE IN THE WORLD IS BETWEEN THE HAVES 
AND THE HAVE-NOTS. THE NEXT WORLD CONFLAGRATION, IT HAS 
BEEN SAID, WILL NOT BE A QUESTION OF WHAT IS RIGHT, BUT 
WHAT IS LEFT. END QUOTE. 

2. HE CONCLUDED, THUSLY: 

- BEGIN QUOTE: IT IS OUR CONVICTION THAT THERE IS AN 
URGENT NEED FOR THE FORMULATION OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
LAW IN CLEAR, EFFECTIVE, JUST AND EQUITABLE TERMS. ITS 
NORMS AND PRINCIPLES MUST BE CLEAR IN ORDER TO LEAVE NO 
ROOM FOR CONSTRUCTION OR MISINTERPRETATION; EFFECTIVE, 

IN ORDER TO SERVE THE ENDS OF INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY AND 
IMPROVE THE HUMAN CONDITIONS PARTICULARLY IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES; JUST, IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE WEAK AND PROVIDE 
SANCTIONS TO THE POWERFUL IN THEIR RELATIONS WITH THE 
FORMER; AND EQUITABLE, IN ORDER NOT ONLY TO PREVENT THE 
"UNEQUAL TREATMENT OF EQUAL CASES BUT ALSO THE UNEQUAL 
TREATMENT OF UNEQUAL SITUATIONS" (QUOTING FROM JAN 
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TINBERGEN, THE RENOWNED DUTCH ECONOMIST AND NOBEL PEACE 
PRIZEWINNER). END QUOTE. MURPHY 
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